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New Mexico is deep into but neglecting to face an urgent water crisis.  
This crisis is:

• Existential
• Worsening
• Characterized by unsustainable water use
• Neglected by the Governor, the Legislature, local governments, and the public
• Lack of awareness, denial, and human nature all contribute to no effective response to 

date
• The Rio Grande Compact current compliance status is a case in point



Credit: New Mexico Bureau of Geology 
and Mineral Resources, Climate Change 
in New Mexico Over the Next 50 Years: 
Impacts on Water Resources, 2022



The Rio Grande 
Compact Makes Three 

Water Allocations to NM

• The Middle Rio Grande is 
between the Otowi stream 
gage and Elephant Butte 
Dam.  
• The Upper Rio Grande is 

upstream of the Otowi 
gage. 
• The Lower Rio Grande is 

downstream of Elephant 
Butte Dam.
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Graphic credit USGS



Rio Grande Compact Apportions 57% of Otowi 
Gage Inflows for Use Below Elephant Butte 

Dam

The Middle Rio Grande’s maximum entitlement is 
405,000 acre-feet/year

Otowi Gage





Annual Compact 
Delivery Performance 
Since NM Sued 
Reclamation in 2011
• Reclamation illegally released 32,500 acre-feet 

of NM credit water in 2011

• Most recent net credit was in 2018

• Covid-related emergency deal with Texas 2020

• Self – correcting mechanism and MRGCD/ISC 
cooperation in 2024



Middle Rio Grande’s Water Delivery Debt Is Growing

Compact Accounting  2011-2024  Hydrologic Trend 2018-2024



Source:  Prof. Bruce Thomson, Ph.D., P.E., Water Resources of New Mexico: Quantities, Constraints, Challenges, Slide 23

https://mrgwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Thomson-Water-Resources-Issues-Middle-Rio-Grande-Water-Advocates.pdf


2000 Water Budget

• The most recent state 
government water budget for 
the Middle Rio Grande was 
completed in 2004 for year 
2000 development conditions. 

• This graphic estimated but 
does not depict additional large 
groundwater depletions.

• Current Office of the State 
Engineer presentations state 
riparian evapotranspiration and 
open water evaporation from 
the river and wet sand account 
for half of total current MRG 
depletions.

Source:  D. Llewellyn, Middle Rio Grande Water Supply Study, 2004

https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/RioGrande/pub_MRGWSS.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/RioGrande/pub_MRGWSS.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/RioGrande/pub_MRGWSS.php






Links
Santa Fe New Mexican 
story March 5, 2025:  
https://www.santafenew
mexican.com/news/local_
news/were-in-great-
jeopardy-water-data-act-
other-water-priorities-
could-dry-up-without-
funding/article_8bf03e9a-
f3a7-11ef-b773-
af947446250e.html

New Mexico Water 
Advocates Article on 
Compact Jeopardy: 
https://nmwateradvocate
s.org/from-the-presidents-
desk-rio-grande-compact-
jeopardy/

Office of the State 
Engineer Fact Sheet: 
https://nmwateradvocate
s.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/
OSE-ISC-MRG-
Administration-2025-
Session.pdf

State Engineer General 
Counsel and Deputy State 
Engineer Presentation on 
“Carrots and Sticks” for 
the Middle Rio Grande: 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=Dmn827ZKKpo

https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/were-in-great-jeopardy-water-data-act-other-water-priorities-could-dry-up-without-funding/article_8bf03e9a-f3a7-11ef-b773-af947446250e.html
https://nmwateradvocates.org/from-the-presidents-desk-rio-grande-compact-jeopardy/
https://nmwateradvocates.org/from-the-presidents-desk-rio-grande-compact-jeopardy/
https://nmwateradvocates.org/from-the-presidents-desk-rio-grande-compact-jeopardy/
https://nmwateradvocates.org/from-the-presidents-desk-rio-grande-compact-jeopardy/
https://nmwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/OSE-ISC-MRG-Administration-2025-Session.pdf
https://nmwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/OSE-ISC-MRG-Administration-2025-Session.pdf
https://nmwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/OSE-ISC-MRG-Administration-2025-Session.pdf
https://nmwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/OSE-ISC-MRG-Administration-2025-Session.pdf
https://nmwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/OSE-ISC-MRG-Administration-2025-Session.pdf
https://nmwateradvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/OSE-ISC-MRG-Administration-2025-Session.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dmn827ZKKpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dmn827ZKKpo

