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Why Riverscapes Matter in NM



New Mexico’s Water Crisis



What is "Restoration"?



LTPBR — What Is It?

Beaver Dam Analog



LTPBR — What Is It?

Woody Debris Structure-
PALS



How Does LTPBR Work?



Why Use Low-Tech Methods?
Traditional, form-based 
methods
Cost - $250K - $400K/mile

LTPBR
Cost - $30K - 
$80K/mile



Beavers as Nature’s Engineers



BDAs — Bringing Beaver Benefits Where 
Beavers Are Missing

Polvadera Creek – Rio 
Chama



What Happens When Beavers and BDAs Are 
Present?

Fairfax and Whittle 
2020



Bringing a River Back

Rio de las Vacas



Bringing a River Back

Rio de las Vacas



LTPBR Design



Before and After on San Antonio Creek
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Before on San Antonio Creek
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After on San Antonio Creek
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RGR on the Ground — Real Results



Restoration with People



Scaling Up Riverscape Restoration



Overcoming Challenges to Restoration



How Can You Support Riverscape 
Restoration?

Next volunteer event: Wednesday, September 9th 
on the Rio Cebolla upstream of the Seven Springs 
Fish Hatchery, Contact 
Karen@RioGrandeReturn.org



Engaging Questions for You

• What worries you most in your community—drought, fire, 
erosion? 

• How do you think beaver-based restoration could help? 

• Who would you want to partner with for hands-on 
waterscape repair? Your answers will help us direct future 
work.





Thank You & Let’s Continue the 
Conversation

Cecil Rich
cecil@RioGrandeReturn.o

rg


