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Responding to a request from regional water planners, the Commission appointed 
a sub-committee of Commissioner Palemon A. Martinez and Commissioner Tracy 
Seidman Hephner to direct the preparation of a Regional Water Planning 
Template to guide regional planners to a useful and uniform product. Also, the 
Commission appointed a volunteer work group to participate in the preparation of 
the Template and this Hand Book. Cochaired by Commissioners Palemon A. 
Martinez and Tracy Seidman Hephner, the work group was composed of fourteen 
individuals from diverse constituencies and regions, all with substantial 
background in water issues and management. The group was guided by the 
hands-on experience of the regional water planners and aided by the staffs of 
both the Commission and the State Engineer Office. Together, they have written 
this document, the Regional Water Planning Handbook, which has been formally 
adopted by the Interstate Stream Commission. 
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