
 
 

Three Programs Are Essential to NM’s Water Future 
Rio Grande Compact Compliance 
$10 million1 is appropriated to the State Engineer pursuant to Section 72-2-9.1 to 
implement New Mexico’s requirements to comply with the Lower Rio Grande litigation 
settlement and to regulate water uses and improve conveyance of Middle Ro Grande water 
deliveries to the Elephant Butte Reservoir to maintain compliance with the Rio Grande 
Compact. Unexpended funds shall revert to the General Fund at the end of FY29. 
Emergency clause!  

$1 million recurring2 for Middle Rio Grande water rights enforcement staL, oLice space, 
transportation, and equipment. 

Enforcement Bill.  Pass the 2025 Enforcement Bill that died on the Senate floor. 

Water Data to Support Planning and Management 

$7 million3 is appropriated to the State Engineer to comply with 2019 Water Data Act 
requirements for online water data access by replacing the existing water rights database 
system and implementing a new real-time water use database system design and to 
implement an agency management information system. Reversion at the end of FY29. 

$3 million4 is appropriated to NM Tech for expenditure by the Bureau of Geology in 
FY27 to contract with water data act directing agencies to prepare data sets posted on the 
New Mexico water data catalogue that the bureau of geology in consultation with the 
interstate stream commission pursuant to Section 72-14A-4(C)(7) decide will provide the 
best available scientific information, data, and models for regional water security planning 
councils’ use. 

$21.5 million5 is appropriated to NM Tech for expenditure by the NMBGMR to implement 
the aquifer mapping program by conducting geophysical research and installing aquifer 
characterization and monitoring wells, including term staL and administration.  

Regional Water Security Planning 

$4.8 million6 is appropriated to the State Engineer for Interstate Stream Commission 
grants to regional water planning entities to organize their regions’ water security planning 
councils and plan the councils’ work to prepare and receive approval of their regional water 
security plans pursuant to Section 72-14A. The Commission may expend no more than 
$300,000 to administer the grants. Reversion end of FY28. 



 
 

 
1  As stated in Section 72-2.9.1(A) NMSA 1978, two harsh realities driven by New Mexico’s imperative to 
comply with the Rio Grande Compact require major eJorts by the State Engineer.  In the Lower Rio Grande, 
compliance with the settlement requires a detailed plan in two years and full compliance with water 
deliveries to Texas at El Paso in 10 years.  In the Middle Rio Grande, New Mexico has one or two years to 
reduce water depletions in the Middle Rio Grande and improve conveyance to Elephant Butte Reservoir to 
prevent a new violation of the compact and to prepare for new Texas litigation in the US Supreme Court if 
unsuccessful. A new violation risks that court’s unfettered and unappealable discretion to stop the Middle 
Rio Grande from using 22,800 acre-feet per year of the Lower Rio Grande’s water, the average annual overuse 
since 2018. The pending Lower Rio Grande settlement requires New Mexico to reduce irrigation depletions by 
18,240 acre-feet per year. New Mexico’s litigation costs if it violates the compact will exceed $100,000,000. 
 
2  The Governor proposed a $500,000 appropriation for Middle Rio Grande water rights enforcement staJ. The 
2025 Legislature appropriated nothing. An expansion of staJ is required to administer Middle Rio Grande 
diversions, reduce depletions, and improve water conveyance eJiciency to do things that only the State has 
the power to do: enforce water rights and compact compliance.  Complex State Engineer rulemaking is 
required, also. 
 
3   The Governor proposed two appropriations of $3 million each to replace the Water Rights database and to 
create a new real-time water use data application.  Appropriations for each project were $500,000.  The $7 
million total appropriation requested is for the $5 million balance to complete the two data base applications 
plus $2 million for an OSE/ISC management information system, a modern necessity for informed responsive 
management of a large work force addressing a very large number of projects.   
 
4   The Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources created an exemplary plan for New Mexico water agencies 
to comply with the 2019 Water Data Act. However, the State Engineer and the Interstate Stream Commission 
as  agencies that collect and own water data have not been funded or made it a priority to do their jobs 
pursuant to the Act. Now, water security planning is moving forward. The 2023 Water Security Planning Act 
requires the Interstate Stream Commission as part of the NM Water Data Initiative to provide the best 
available data, science, and models to the nine regional water security planning councils.  This appropriation 
is needed to step up the pace of getting these agencies into the system, so the data are readily available for 
use, internally, by the planning councils, and the public. 
  
5 The Governor requested an appropriation of $29 million to fund the aquifer mapping program over the next 
two years.  The Legislature appropriated $7.5 million.  The $21.5 million appropriation is the diJerence. New 
Mexico depends on groundwater more than any other state yet doesn’t know how much water remains in its 
major aquifers after a century of pumping, how fast the groundwater levels and reserves are declining, and 
the remaining lifetime of the water supply if current use rates continue.  Brackish water resources also are 
poorly defined.  This groundwater resources characterization program is essential for governance of aquifers 
as irreplaceable natural infrastructure. 
 
6  The Interstate Stream Commission received a major new statutory assignment pursuant to the 2023 Water 
Security Planning Act Section 72-14A-4(A) NMSA 1978: 

Subject to available funding, the commission shall establish and conduct a regional water 
security program pursuant to the provisions of the Water Security Planning Act.  The commission 
may make grants or loans of funds for the purpose of regional water planning, as possible, using 
appropriations made for that purpose. 

The Commission is on track to promulgate the rules for this program and adopt program guidelines in the 
second half of FY26. An appropriation of $4.8 million would make $500,000 available for grants to each of the 
nine water security planning regions so that all regions have an equal opportunity to prepare a water security 
plan and would allow the ISC to expend 6% of the total to administer the grants. 


